Town of Mineral Springs  

Mineral Springs Volunteer Fire and Rescue Department  

5804 Waxhaw Highway ~ Mineral Springs

Town Council

Special Meeting

June 19, 2007 ~ 7:30 PM 

Minutes 
The Town Council of the Town of Mineral Springs, North Carolina, met in Special Session at the Mineral Springs Volunteer Fire and Rescue Department, Mineral Springs, North Carolina, at 7:30 p.m. on Tuesday, June 19, 2007.

Present:
Mayor Frederick Becker III, Councilwoman Valerie Coffey, Councilman Jerry Countryman, Councilwoman Peggy Neill, and Town Clerk Vicky Brooks.

Absent:
Mayor Pro Tem Janet Critz, Councilwoman Lundeen Cureton, and Councilman Woody Faulk.
Visitors:
Larry Raley
With a quorum present Mayor Becker called the Special Mineral Springs Town Council meeting of June 19, 2007 to order at 7:31 p.m.
1.
Opening
· Councilman Countryman gave the invocation.
· Pledge of Allegiance
2.
Presentation by Larry Raley
· Mayor Becker advised the council that the issue is the current development of downtown and that Mr. Larry Raley is here to give a presentation; he has been working with the town on this for approximately two years.  Mr. Raley and Harris Teeter have ownership in the thirty acre school property and Howie Farm parcel.  Mayor Becker further explained that sewer issues will be very important considering the current position the county is in with sewer conditions.  Mayor Becker introduced Larry Raley.
· Mr. Raley informed the council that he has been working through the plans for the last two years and at this point the plans are still in the process of being finalized.    The completion of the project is still several years out; however, it is important to start planning and have a plan that has gone through the town, the planning process, etc.  Mr. Raley informed the council that tonight he would like to go through the plans and give a presentation.
· Mr. Raley explained that at this point the plans are being finalized to sell to the town a piece of property which is a little over one acre and has a building on it. The transaction to sell that piece of property should be completed by the end of the month.  The town will then begin renovation of that building for future use as a permanent town hall.  The town has also been given the option to come at a later date to purchase another building and additional property.    The town would then have ownership of the first property purchased and then as time goes by and they decide to expand they could use the additional property for future growth. 
· Mr. Raley explained that the importance of this plan is to implement it over a period of time and to have something that will work well with everyone.  Mr. Raley discussed his plan for getting sewer lines in and indicated that he had spoken with several interested parties in Mineral Springs who would like to get away from the septic systems.  At this point everything needs to be in order with the county because when sewer becomes available it will most likely be gobbled up quickly.  Mr. Raley offered a suggestion that some discussion and a question and answer period take place concerning what he discussed.  Mr. Raley also suggested that sometime in the future the council along with business owners, churches, etc. should send a letters to Union County Water Utilities stating the request concerning the sewer.
· Mayor Becker confirmed that Mr. Raley is funding the expense of the sewer lines.  Mr. Raley responded that is correct.
3.
Discussion of Proposed Project
· Mr. Raley made himself available for questions and answers.
4.
Call to Order
· Mayor Becker called the meeting back to order after the period of question and answer with Mr. Raley.  Mayor Becker thanked Mr. Raley for taking everyone’s questions on a one on one basis.  Mr. Raley explained that he is aware that they have to go through the proper channels to make this plan happen.  He is willing to negotiate through a plan that works.  Mr. Raley stated that this plan is probably the most aggressive change his company has been involved with, but his company feels the area of Mineral Springs deserves the changes and they are ready to work with the town on that.  Mayor Becker commented that he would like to build on that and thank the council, the planning board, the UNCC people for helping with this plan and others.  Mayor Becker further commented that the residents wanted downtown to look nicer and requested more retail.  The business owners wanted to have some support and this all went into the mix and what came out from that was that we did not want a shopping center or to look like Waxhaw or Wesley Chapel.  Therefore, we have several things that are within Mr. Raley’s plan such as preserving the business uses of the Highway 75 corridor that we develop a grid of streets rather than single streets.  The look of the houses is going to go through a very specific approval process.  The town will be looking for input from the town in general concerning these types things.  The town is also very concerned about Mr. Raley bringing businesses in that complement existing businesses and not compete excessively.  These are all important things that need to be considered.  Mayor Becker further commented that the town is not allowing retail anywhere else along Highway 75 except in the new downtown area and the existing properties.  It is very tempting, as other municipalities have done where you take the area of Highway 75 and strip it out with strip shopping centers.  This however would dilute the critical mass of downtown and would probably prevent the existing businesses from surviving and it would prevent a good project from developing.   For these reasons, the planning board and council have been very firm on focusing on a downtown business district and to create it from the center out with residential uses on the fringe.   The town is very early in the process and right now we need to just get our foot in the door with the county so that Mr. Raley can get in line for sewer capacity and get people informed.
· Mayor Becker asked Mr. Raley if he felt there was any benefit in the council taking action or if jointly they should draft a resolution that can be looked at in July to get to the county.  Mr. Raley responded that he will put something together.
· Councilwoman Coffey asked what the council’s role should be at this point.  Mr. Raley responded that he is going to get with some of the larger business owners and church representatives and will provide the information he obtains to the council through Ms. Brooks.
5.
Adjournment

· Councilwoman Coffey made a motion to adjourn and Councilman Countryman seconded.  The motion passed unanimously as follows:
Ayes:  Coffey, Countryman, and Neill
Nays:  None

· The meeting was adjourned at 8:27 p.m.
· The next scheduled meeting will be held on June 14, 2007 at 7:30 p.m. at the Mineral Springs Volunteer Fire and Rescue Department.  

Respectfully submitted by:
Vicky A. Brooks, Town Clerk




Frederick Becker, Mayor
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